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Abstract
The landscape of language revitalization in K-12 schools is described using the parameters of a practical
learning opportunity with the Tribal Chiefs Education Foundation’s Language and Culture Cohort. The
Language Cohort is comprised of nine language teachers/instructors representing six schools in the First
Nations catchment area. The Cohort meets quarterly over the school year to share their experiences
and to acquire language methodology and exchange resources for use in their classes.
Through an Independent Study course within the UnBQ’s Masters of Indigenous Languages, a student
becomes a resource person over the winter term demonstrating various methods of communicative
language instruction for the Language Cohort. Communicative acts comprising contextualized language
activities were used to achieve communicative competence and to engage students within five areas:
spoken, interactive speech, listening, reading, and writing. Students responded to the communicative
methods with enthusiasm in all gra des during the 2017 winter term.
In all respects, the Independent Study was very successful in fulfilling the initial concept of language
revitalization using several communicative approaches. This presentation provides hands on learning
opportunities for participants as they experience communicative approaches to Cree/Dene language
revitalization. All materials presented are available for sharing with participants who bring a memory
stick.
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